284         A SACRED AND PICTURESQUE PLACE.

Mahableshwar early in the morning of the 21st
of May. There had been a great stir amongst
the coach proprietors, on account of a receht
order, issued by the Bombay government, to the
police, urging them to use more zeal in preven-
tion of cruelty to the horses on this hilly road.
The consequences of this order were twofold,'
the police detained several horses they did
not consider fit to work, and the Parsees, who
were the owners, struck work, and would run
no more carriages to Poona; We had, however,
made a contract some days previously: so they
were obliged to take us, or stand an action for
breach of contract. As it was, we did not drive
directly to Poona, but joined the railway at
WathsS^, passing through the town of Wai, a
very sacred and picturesque place, with many
temples and bathing ghats, about eight miles from
which, at Wairalgarh, is a famous banian-tree,
which, they say, shades three-quarters of an acre
of ground with its wide-spreading branches. The